The First Large Aeroplane
down and soon afterwards left. I remained n
plane, holding firmly in my memory the details of
meeting, greatly impressed by the simple, kind and
extremely attractive personality of my high visitor.
Following that event, I received later a personal
present from the Emperor, a gold watch with the
imperial eagle.
The demonstrations and test flights of the
" Grand" were continued during the summer and
early falL Various measurements and observations
w-ere made during that time to secure design data for
the next large plane. On August 2nd the ship made
a flight of one hour fifty-four minutes, establishing
a world record for duration with eight persons on
board. This very modest load was at that time not
much below the maximum that the ship could
carry.
In the middle of the summer we had to take the
" Grand " out of the hangar and leave it outside, the
space being needed for the S-io and S-n, the new
military bi-plane and monoplane which were com-
pleted during July, and which were to participate in
the Army competition in the Fall of 1913. It was
important to have these ships in excellent condition
for the meet and we had no extra hangar space. The
fabric covering, treated by the old method, suffered
from the rain and the plane lost badly in perform-
ance. During one of the last flights in August it was
possible to reach only 5,500 feet altitude with eight
persons on board.
I realized that by covering the wings with new
fabric and fixing some ribs that had become warped,
performance could be restored, but after all the plane